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MATCHING BUSINESSES WITH THE RIGHT PROGRAM

● Honest conversations are key to ensuring program fit.

● We assess a business's needs, goals, and readiness through open communication.

HOW WE APPROACH POTENTIAL PARTICIPANTS

● Collaborative Discussions: We try to understand their unique situations.

● Transparent Expectations: We clearly outline eligibility requirements and program benefits.

● Mutual Success: We focus on long-term growth for both the business and the program.
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HOW TO: FIT AND READINESS
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SCREENING TOOL: FIT

• The SBRL Fit Tool provides 
materials, customizable 
templates, and resources to 
simplify outreach in your 
community and determine 
what fit looks like for your 
small businesses.

• Increase program awareness 
and ensure equitable access to 
the SBRL for those who need it 
most in our communities.
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CHECKLIST: READINESS
This checklist helps assess readiness for the 
SBRL program, both for SBRN partners 
promoting the program and potential 
applicants.

For SBRN Partners:
Offer clear information and guidance to 
help borrowers verify they are ready for the 
SBRL application process.

For Potential Applicants:
Ensure your business meets the SBRL 
program's size and industry requirements.

Collect necessary information/documents 
to be “application ready.”

WORK IN PROGRESS [WIP]
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

The SBRL program wants to ensure we have an answer, or an alternative for everyone:

• Partner Support: SBRN partners can access resources to assist borrowers who may need additional 
steps to qualify (existing training from the Department of Revenue (DOR), Secretary of State (SOS), 
and our UEI program to help borrowers get prepared).

• Eligibility Guidance: If a potential borrower isn’t eligible or the right fit at this point in time for SBRL, 
we may have resources to find a better-suited program.

• If in doubt, please reach out to your Commerce team for a conversation.
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OVERVIEW OF ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

IMPACT REQUIREMENT 

SIZE CRITERIA

IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENTS

COMMUNITY CRITERIA

q Beneficiaries must be entrepreneurs or small businesses 
negatively affected by the pandemic (Address or Attestation)

q Entrepreneurs/small businesses should have fewer than the 
equivalent to 20 full-time employees.

q Applicants must possess identification, and must have or be 
in the process of obtaining a federal Uniform Entity 
Identification (UEI).

q All applicants must collaborate with an SBRN partner for the 
completion of the application process.

FOCUS
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OVERVIEW OF ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

BUSINESS IS 
ELIGIBLE FOR SBRL

q Beneficiaries must be entrepreneurs or small businesses 
negatively affected by the pandemic (Address or Attestation)

q Entrepreneurs/small businesses should have fewer than the 
equivalent to 20 full-time employees.

q Applicants must possess identification, and must have or be 
in the process of obtaining a federal Uniform Entity 
Identification (UEI).

q All applicants must collaborate with an SBRN partner for the 
completion of the application process.
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OVERVIEW OF INELIGIBLE BUSINESSES

*List included in the Checklist Tool

• Businesses suspended or disbarred by the federal government

• Licensed Cannabis Operations

• Businesses engaged in any socially undesirable activity or activity that may be considered predatory in 
nature, such as rent-to-own businesses and check cashing businesses

• Businesses of a prurient sexual nature (“adult” businesses)

• Businesses primarily engaged in political or lobbying activities

• Businesses that restrict patronage for any reason other than legal requirements


